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Sir: 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION/ELECTION REQUIREMENT 
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In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed on 24 January 2006, please 
consider the following: 
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In the mailing of 24 January 2006, a Restriction Requirement was issued for the 
above-referenced patent application. In particular, the Examiner restricted claims of the 
application to one of the following inventions: 

Group I: Claims 23-30 which are drawn to a method of fabricating a spin valve 
sensor; and 

Group II: Claims 1-22 which are drawn to a spin valve sensor. 

In the communication, the Examiner stated that <( the article can be fabricated using steps 
which do not follow the same chronological order of the claimed steps and/or may omit 
certain step(s). " 

In response, the Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's restriction 
and traverses the restriction. For one, the method claims of the present application 
include most if not all of the same or similar limitations of the sensor claims. For 
example, the method claim 23 includes the limitations "first AP pinned layer," "second 
AP pinned layer," "antiparallel coupling (APC) layer", "antiferromagnetic (AFM) 
pinning layer", etc., as do the sensor claims. Further, the Examiner's reasoning assumes 
that the order of language recitation in method claim 23 dictates the chronological order 
of the steps of the method. This is not necessarily true, unless the Examiner can 
otherwise support this assumption. In addition, no steps can merely be omitted or deleted 
from the claim. 

The Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to reconsider the position taken. 
In any event, the Applicant elects Group II claims 1-22 with traverse. 
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Thank you. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if 
necessary to expedite this matter. 



JOHN J. OSKOREP, ESQ. 

ONE MAGNIFICENT MILE CENTER 

980 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 1400 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Telephone: (312) 222-1860 Fax: (312) 475-1850 
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